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Krawinkler Memorial
May 30,2012

Sayonara, Dear Helmut

Masayoshi Nakashima of Kyoto University, Japan

On behalf of your friends in Japan, I hereby wish to deliver
our final thank-you note to you. Our interaction began in
early 1980s when you came to Japan as one of the most junior
members in the US delegate of a US/Japan joint research
project using large-scale testing facilities. The project was
implemented in the 1980s under the joint sponsorship of
the Japanese Ministry of Construction and the US National
Science Foundation. During that time, US and Japanese
researchers met regularly, once a year, in Tsukuba, Japan. Your
friendliness, generosity, patience, and above all your his in-depth
understanding of Japanese people and the Japanese mentality,
demonstrated on numerous occasions over many glasses of
“sake” and “mizuwari”, meaning scotch on the rocks, won you,
by universal acclaim, the distinction of being considered the
US ambassador to Japan in earthquake engineering research.
Indeed, you were one of the most popular US researchers in
the Japanese earthquake engineering community ever since the

1980s when you were introduced to Japan.

Besides your personal charm, of course, we greatly admire
your significant accomplishment on the advancement of
earthquake engineering research. You are so famous by
your initiatives in the development of performance-based
earthquake engineering. At the same time, we remember
your brilliant experimental research in the early days of your
academic career. Your insightful assessments of the pros and
cons of various experimental methods, notably addressing
issues such as the effect of a specimen’s size, the effect of rate-
of-loading, the effect of redundancy, among others, were both
deeply original and timely. Indeed, your vision and guidance
on the values of respective experimental methods played a
pivotal role in the decision-making for many facilities installed

in 1980s and 1990s in various parts of the world.

To summarize, all Japanese who knew Helmut will
remember you, and many of us treasure fond and happy
recollections of inspiring professional and social interactions
with you. Once again, thank you so much for all, and

Sayonara, Helmut.
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