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International

Starting from this issue, JAEE Newsletter puts more energy into international communications for non-Japanese-speaking readers, cooperating

with International Committee of JAEE.

Training Course Focused on Group and Region:
“Enhancement and Dissemination of Earthquake-Resistant Technology for
Buildings in Latin American Countries”

Capacitacion Enfocada en Grupo Y Region:
“Mejoramiento y Difusion de la Tecnologia para la Construccion Sismo-resistente en Latinoamérica”

Mizuro Inukai and Toshiaki Yokoi (Building Research Institute, Japan)

Dissemination of the technology of earthquake resistant construction is not yet sufficient
in the world, even in the regions as earthquake prone as Latin America, where significant
damage and victims due to collapse of buildings and houses have taken place many times in
the history.

Building Research Institute (BRI) has cooperated in the Official Development Aid pro-
grams with Mexico, Peru, Chile, El Salvador, Nicaragua and so on, for earthquake resistant
constructions. IISEE (International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering,
BRI) has accepted the JICA course participants from them and also other countries in Latin
America.

Based on this history of recent decades and also on the reality that the mother tongue in
Latin America is Spanish, not English, BRI and JICA has decided to hold a two month

Photo 1 Group photograph after the lecture.

training course of the mentioned study field, that is entitled “Enhancement and Dissemi-
nation of Earthquake-resistant Technology for Buildings in Latin American Countries” from
2014. The teaching language is Spanish and all the teaching materials, namely, lecture notes
and hand-outs, are translated in Spanish.

This course is aimed to the capacity development of participants by their studies on the
technology and institutions of aseismic design, construction, diagnostics, reinforcement and
so on through lectures, structural testing, observation visits and also to their contributions
for disseminating earthquake resistant construction and mitigating earthquake disasters in
their own countries afterward.

14 specialists from 4 countries (Dominican Republic, EI Salvador, Nicaragua and Peru) ~ Photo 2 Preparation of loading at structural
laboratory in UCA: specimen of real-size confined

have attended the course in 2014. The course consists of 6 weeks in Japan and 2 weeks in
concrete block masonry.

San Salvador, El Salvador. The latter is planned mainly for structural testing using materials
and structures often used in Latin-America. The responsible organizations are University of
El Salvador (UES) and University of Centro-America “José Simeon Cafas” (UCA) who
were the counter-parts during the JICA technical assistance project “Taishin” (2003-2012).
Photo 1 has been taken after the lecture of Prof. T. Okada in BRI. The participants enthusi-
astically attended the lecture to learn the new knowledge and technologies. A scene of struc-
tural testing is shown in Photos 2 and 3. The confined concrete block masonry is one of the
popularly used structures in Latin America.

It is already planned that this training course will be held in early summer (June and July),

2015 and 2016. More information can be obtained in the following URL.
Photo 3 Preparation of loading at structural

http://iisee. kenken.go.jp/japanese/?p=latin laboratory in UES: a wall specimen of real-size
Please ask to iisee@kenken.go.jp for further information. IISEE is waiting for the applica-  confined concrete block masonry.

tions from every Latin American country.
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