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16th WorId Conference on Earthquake Englneerlng (1 6WCEE)

Hiroyuki Miura (Hiroshima University)

The 16WCEE was held on January 8 to 13, 2017 at CasaPiedra Convention Center in Santiago, Chile. The WCEE is the largest
international conference related to earthquake engineering held once every four years in order to discuss the state-of-the-art research
and technology by the experts from all over the world. About 2,000 papers were registered and more than 100 sessions were
opened in the conference. The topics included seismic resilient cities, earthquake risk reduction in developing countries, earthquake
engineering in practice, international issues in earthquake engineering, engineering seismology, geotechnical engineering, structural
engineering, performance-based design, lifeline system, seismic isolation, design criteria and methods, social and economic issues,
and lessons from recent earthquakes.

In the first day of the conference, Prof. Rodolfo Saragoni (University of Chile, President of I6WCEE) gave a speech at the
opening ceremony. Subsequently Prof. Stephen Mahin (University of California, Berkeley) provided a keynote lecture in the
plenary room regarding “Resilience by design: A structural engineering perspective”. After the lecture, parallel oral sessions and
poster presentation were started. In the afternoon, open debate session was organized by Prof. Polat Gulkan (Middle East Technical
University) and Dr. Farzad Naeim (Farzad Naeim, Inc.) to discuss promises and pitfalls in performance-based design. After the
sessions a welcome cocktail party was held at the green area in front of the convention center. During the conference, totally 13
keynote lectures and debates were provided including the debate for seismic demands by Prof. Hiroshi Kawase (Kyoto University)
and the lecture for tsunami disaster mitigation by Prof. Taro Arikawa (Chuo University).

Photo 1. Main gate of the 16WCEE (Provided by Photo 2. Opening ceremony by Prof. Rodolfo

Prof. Midorikawa, Tokyo Institute of Technology) Saragoni (Provided by Prof. Midorikawa, Tokyo
Institute of Technology)

Photo 3. Urban view of Santlago taken from the Photo 4. Gala dinner at Club Hipico de Santiago
Costanera Center, the highest building in South and
Latin America
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The gala dinner was held on the evening of January 12 at Club Hipico de Santiago in the horse race track. We enjoyed the
Chilean foods, wine and traditional dance. During the dinner, it was officially announced by Prof. Masayoshi Nakashima (Kyoto
University, Executive Vice President of International Association for Earthquake Engineering) that the next WCEE will take place at
Sendai, Japan on September 14 to 18, 2020.

The author presented a poster related to ground motion evaluation in Bogota, Colombia on January 12. The participants were not
many because unfortunately time for poster presentations was not particularly given in the conference. However, it was valuable
to discuss with the researchers of Latin American countries. Smartphone (i0OS and Android)-based application (l6WCEE APP)
was available in the conference. It was useful not only to easily and quickly find the conference program and speakers but also to
contact registered participants without their e-mail addresses. The author strongly felt the importance of the Wi-Fi environment and
convenient applications for the future conference.
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