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Earthquake Damage Assessment of Lifeline Systems in Lima, Peru

Italo Inocente (PhD. Student, Chiba University)

A FOEBGIETIL, TIEKRFO Ttalo Inocente [CIZHEEA~L—DOHEREL T4 7T 4 L gEL LBz, PSSR0
B ETHCT A 7T A > « F v b T —7 OREZTHEOIEONCHfREW-TE & L,

Earthquake Damage of Lifeline Systems in Peru

Peru is located along one of the most active tectonic regions in the world, where the Nazca Plate subducts beneath the South
American Plate. This geodynamic process has generated destructive earthquakes throughout the country's history, including the
1746 Lima earthquake and the 2007 Pisco earthquake. These events caused not only heavy loss of life, but also extensive damage
to buildings, transportation networks, and essential services. In addition, seismic studies suggest that future large earthquakes could
again affect Peru's coastal cities, especially Lima, where more than one-third of the national population is concentrated.

People often associate earthquake damage with collapsed buildings. However, the effects of a large earthquake extend far beyond
structural damage. Modern cities depend on lifeline systems such as water supply, sewage, transportation, and communication
networks. When these systems are seriously damaged, emergency response becomes more difficult, recovery takes longer, and both
social and economic losses increase. This pattern has already been observed in major Peruvian earthquakes. For example, Figure 1

shows damage to water distribution pipelines caused by the 2007 Pisco earthquake.

Figure 1. Damage to water distribution pipelines following the 2007 Pisco earthquake in Peru.

Among lifeline systems, buried pipelines are especially important because they support other essential urban functions and are
widely distributed across the city. Damage to these pipelines can interrupt water supply and other services that people urgently
need after an earthquake. For this reason, disaster prevention in Peru should not focus only on building damage, but also on the
functionality and continuity of lifeline systems. This is particularly important in Lima, where disruption to basic services could affect
millions of people. This challenge is one of the main motivations behind my research on lifeline systems as a PhD student at the
Graduate School of Engineering, Chiba University.

GIS-Based Earthquake Damage Estimation in Lima, Peru

One important effort to address this challenge in Lima is the development of a GIS-based system for early earthquake damage
estimation. The purpose of this system is to provide rapid and understandable information after an earthquake by integrating hazard
scenarios, infrastructure inventories, vulnerability models, and strong-motion data into an open-source web platform. Rather than
presenting only technical calculations, the system organizes the results spatially and visually to better support decision-making. This
is especially important after a major earthquake, when authorities and decision-makers need information that is not only accurate,
but also easy to interpret in a short time for different types of infrastructure, from buildings to lifeline systems.

The platform follows a staged workflow. Before an earthquake occurs, a large number of possible earthquake scenarios are

prepared in advance. After an event, the system can quickly identify the closest scenario and update the expected damage distribution
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using ShakeMap-based interpolation derived from observed strong-motion records. A key feature of this approach is that it evaluates
not only buildings, but also lifeline systems such as water and sewage pipeline networks, as well as bridges and roads. This is
particularly relevant in Lima, where post-earthquake disruption will depend not only on structural damage, but also on whether
critical services remain operational.

This work is part of a SATREPS collaboration between Peru and Japan, which aims to develop an integrated expert system for
the rapid estimation of damage to buildings and lifelines in the Lima Metropolitan Area. This project is conducted on the Peruvian
side by the Japan-Peru Center for Earthquake Engineering Research and Disaster Mitigation (CISMID) at the National University
of Engineering (UNI). Within this framework, fragility functions are used to describe expected damage under different levels of
ground shaking. I had the opportunity to participate in the development of the GIS system by helping connect vulnerability models
with georeferenced infrastructure information and by contributing to the damage assessment of lifeline infrastructure layers. Figure 2
shows the interface of the web-based GIS platform for early earthquake damage estimation in Lima. The platform was also presented
to decision-makers and disaster management authorities in Peru, whose feedback helped improve both the user interface and the

scope of information provided.
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Figure 2. Web-based GIS interface for early earthquake damage estimation in Lima, Peru.

Research on Earthquake Assessment of Pipeline Networks

Another important part of my research focuses on pipeline systems, especially gas pipelines. In Japan, earthquake engineering
research has developed advanced methods for evaluating the seismic performance of infrastructure, supported by valuable damage
data from past earthquakes such as the 2016 Kumamoto and 2011 Tohoku earthquakes. This provides an excellent environment for
studying the resilience of lifeline systems in greater detail. My current work examines how the earthquake response of pipelines can
be assessed by combining numerical simulation with machine learning. Numerical simulation is useful for representing the physical
behavior of pipelines under seismic loading, while machine learning can help identify damage patterns and improve predictive
assessment.

At the initial stage of this research, a one-dimensional finite element model was developed to analyze damage in buried steel gas
pipelines with screw joints, which were among the most damaged components in gas distribution networks. As shown in Figure 3,
the numerical model considers wave-passage effects in order to represent pipeline response more realistically during earthquakes. In
the prediction stage, I used a classifier with probabilistic output. The input variables included peak ground acceleration, peak ground
velocity, site conditions, pipe diameter, and the material composition of the pipeline system, since this composition directly affects
overall network behavior. The output was the probability of damage in steel joints. This framework is useful because it combines

physical interpretation with data-driven prediction, making damage assessment both more robust and more practical.
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Figure 3. One-dimensional numerical model for assessing seismic damage in buried steel gas pipelines with
screw joints, considering wave-passage effects.

This research is also relevant to Peru. One of the main difficulties in assessing lifeline damage in my country is the limited
availability of detailed infrastructure inventories, monitoring records, and post-earthquake damage data. In this context, combining
numerical simulation with machine learning offers a practical way to address data limitations. Numerical analysis can generate
physically consistent damage scenarios, while machine learning can use those results to build predictive models for rapid assessment.
I am grateful to the Japan Association for Earthquake Engineering for the opportunity to share my current research and how I hope
it will contribute to improving disaster mitigation in my hometown and in other cities in Peru. Through this work, I hope to help

strengthen the resilience of lifeline systems and support safer communities in future earthquakes.
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